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John Hill. “It’s grown so much
over the years. It was initially
just the Beta Club participating,
and now all the school clubs
are participating. They help
fundraise money.

“All these kids here
today are members of one
of those clubs, and they take
them around, help them shop,
sponsor them and bond with
them.

“Former UCHS Principal
Ed Rohrbaugh started this
several years ago, and it’s
really just expanded every year.
It’s a really good program. It’s
a lot of fun, too.

“It’s really good for our
kids to help someone out.
[t helps build character and
teaches them how important it
is to do for others, especially
within your community. I think
it makes a really big impact on
all the kids involved with the
program.”

Participating students
included members of Beta
Club, FFA, Key Club,
Interactive, softball, FFA,
band, chorus, theater and the
Spanish Club.

Together, these students
raised more than $4,500 through
concerts, like the Christmas
concert hosted through the
joint efforts of the band, chorus
and theater, and other means to
give deserving second-grade
kids the opportunity to shop for
themselves and their families
for Christmas.

While the program
is important to help make
certain second-graders in the
school system experience
good Christmas mornings, it’s
equally beneficial to the high
school students who witness
the impact this spirit of giving
has on the younger kids.

“I think it’s been really
beneficial to the community
because all these kids who
might not have Christmas are
able to go out and shop and get
to know people, as well,” said

All the kids were smiling that day, young and younger alike.

Photo/Lily Avery

Erin Jarrett, a 12th-grader and
Beta Club secretary. “They’re
allowed to open up to us, and
we really get to know them and
help them get what they want
and need for Christmas.”

Following the shopping
excursion, all the students
returned to the high school
for a lunch and games, and
everyone made Christmas
crafts together and wrapped
presents for the children to put
under their trees at home.

“Ilove seeing how happy
the kids are when they get to
wrap everything up and take it
home,” said Jarrett. “When we
get back to the high school and
we get to play together, these
kids really enjoy it, and it’s so
much fun to see that.”

The program has grown
each year, allowing more
second-graders to participate
every Christmas season.

Throughout the years,
what is most impressive to
the students and high school
staff is the selflessness of the

second-graders who come in
and want to buy only for their
family members.

“When you give them an
option to shop for themselves,
most of them choose not
to,” said Devin Saunders, an
11th-grader and Beta Club
President. “They’ll buy stuff
for their siblings and for their
families. It’s such an amazing
thing to watch, especially with
how young they are.”

Everyone involved in
Shop With A Panther consider it
to be one of the many blessings
throughout the community, and
even the high school students
could not emphasis enough the
importance of this season of
giving, and the ability to give
back to those around you.

“It really opens our
eyes because we see how
much it helps these kids,” said
Saunders. “We get to see what
these kids need, and it really
gives us the opportunity to help
them. Not a lot of people our
age get to do that.”

Correction

In the Dec. 21 edition of
the North Georgia News, the
newspaper twice misquoted
incoming District 8 State
Rep. Matt Gurtler in a story
concerning his visit with
constituents during a meeting
of the Mountain Movers and
Shakers at Mary's Southern
Grill in Young Harris on
Friday, Dec. 16.

1) In the meeting, Rep.
Gurtler told constituents that
in the upcoming legislative
session he intends to attempt a
repeal of the $5 nightly hotel/
motel fee that's currently being
assessed in the state. The North
Georgia News reported Rep.
Gurtler as saying that such a
repeal would bring $168,000
back into the private sector.

What he actually said was that
it would bring $168 million
back into the private sector.

2) In that same Dec.
16 meeting, Rep. Gurtler
announced his plans to vote
against the upcoming state
budget to fight back against
spending he views as having
gone way too far outside the
proper role of government.
Wasteful and inappropriate
government spending,
especially corporate welfare
and handouts, said Rep. Gurtler,
is something that runs counter
to his limited government
conservative principles.

In considering his
upcoming vote against the
2018 state budget, Rep. Gurtler
stated that:

—
Incoming District 8 State
Rep. Matt Gurtler

“I do think I'm going to
be alone in this, but as John
Adams said, you have to stand
on your principles, even if you
stand alone."

The newspaper
previously reported Rep.
Gurtler’s quote incorrectly
as beginning with "I don't
think..."
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early morning hours, playing
Christmas classics from the
recent Christmas concert from
a few weeks back.

According to Principal
John Hill, this short hour of
celebration and fellowship
is only a small expression
of his gratitude to the men
and women who work at the
school.

“I know over the past
three and a half years that I
have been with you guys, you
have taken on a lot of work,”
said Principal Hill. “You’ve
taken on a lot of initiatives.
They haven’t been easy. Some
of them have been painful and
they’ve all been a lot of hard
work.

“It’s like with anything
else, if it’s worth doing it isn’t
going to be easy. I want to
applaud all of you for your
efforts and thank you. Your
hard work has paid off over
and over again. We really do
appreciate that very much.”

Along with celebrating
the yuletide season, Principal
Hill used the morning breakfast
as a way also to congratulate
the faculty and staff for
achieving high markers on a
recent Georgia school state
review, the College and Career
Ready Performance Index.

According to the Georgia
Department of Education
website, CCRPI is a school
improvement, accountability
and communication platform
that will promote college and
career readiness for all Georgia
public school students. UCHS
scored above a 96 for 2016
results, ranking the high school
as one of the best schools in
the region.

“This is definitely so
exciting to me,” said Principal
Hill. “It’s a culmination of all
your hard work and effort. It’s
not just administration, not just
teachers — it is the whole staff
effort. Every single person in
this building is what makes this
machine work. There’s not one
person’s job more important
than another person’s job.

“We’re all in this
together to take care of these
kids and provide them with
opportunities and a career.
Without one piece in the cog,
the machine stops working. I
just want to thank everybody
for everything that you do
and remind everybody how
important it is that we work
together.”

Union County Schools
Superintendent Dr. Fred
Rayfield also attended the
breakfast, offering words
of encouragement and
congratulations to the teachers,
Principal Hill and the staff
members for accomplishing
such a successful first half of
the school year.

“I think it’s important
that we always celebrate
our successes,” said Dr.
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UCHS faculty and staff were treated to a scrumptious breakfast
cooked in the high school cafeteria on Tuesday, Dec. 20. Photo/

Lowell Nicholson

[

Rayfield. “We appreciate your
contributions. School systems
ask their employees and their
students to do things sometimes
that are extremely difficult,
they’re time consuming, and
in some cases it tests the limit
of what all of us have inside
of us.

“I think when you finally
get to the point as a school and
as a system, as you all have
done, when you can see the
result of that work, you can see
the results of that commitment
not only in a state report.

“It’s really good to look
good on a report, and we
do. Hopefully, when we see
our students and our former
students walk down the hall
or go to their jobs or go to
their universities or go to
their technical college, and
get employed for the first
time after they graduate and
be successful members of
society, and then come back
and become leaders in the
community, that surpasses
what I see on the report.”

Dr. Rayfield went on
to praise the teachers for not
only their accomplishments
with the CCRPI, but in how
they are directly responsible
for the increasing successes
of students coming out of the
high school.

According to Dr.
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On hand to entertain were the Union County Jazz Band and
theater teacher Chris Adams.

Dr.
Union County Schools
Superintendent

Fred Rayfield,

Rayfield, it takes a dedicated
and passionate teacher to
inspire students to strive for
achievement, and UCHS has
that in abundance.

“It is very evident that
we’ve established this culture
of compassion and dedication
in Union County,” said Dr.
Rayfield. “It’s very evident that
culture exists at Union County
High School. I hope it feels
great, from a faculty and staff
perspective, to be one of the
best schools in the state.

“I want to express my
gratitude, because I know that
it is hard work. The Rayfield
Family wishes you and your
family a very merry Christmas
and a happy new year.”
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WAZOO! QUILTING

onlru

Excellence in Organic Hair Care

706-781-3015 * 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn
Lindsey Gaylord ¢ Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter « Sasha Watson

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
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Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

“From the Front Porch to the " - X

Back Door We've Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com
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MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Member SIPC
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PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

>,» 5t 8
BlueRidge fainting Services ..
SAVE 20%

on Interior Repainting
if you Reserve before December 15

Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties
blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409
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Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes

(706) 835-1257

563 Gainesville Hwy..1 mile south of town
Blairsville 6A 30512

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

BEEFALO

The Noatural Lean Meat
USDA Inspected
Meat by 1/2, Whole or by Lb.
Deer Foot Farms . [Breeder:

234_1 Dger Foot Road ;. ycginnis
Blairsville, GA 30512

Guided Horsehack Rides
Holiday Special and Gift Certificates

Book a 1 hour ride in
December for $25 (cash)

$28 credit card

Offer Expires
Mention this Ad ~ Reservations Required
Cannot be combined with other offers

Give a special gift to the horse

f
Call 706-745-5252 [“/\v

1212412016

enthusiasts in your life

Save 20% on gift
certificates over $70

www. TrackrockStables.com

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706440002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

emta e [CommercialgResiaential

- Southeast Geothermal
A & Spray Foam

w7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

wwuw.1ffc.com

Personal Loans - Starter Loans « Cons'filidation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All'loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

HEARIN

of North Georgia

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults

Let us service your hearing devices
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia
63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

SHERRY BUSTEED
706-745-8097 OFFICE
706-781-5815 CELL

THANK You
SHERRY BUSTEED

of Remax Town & Country
for all that you’ve done!
Sincerely,
the Cornells

Bli

Budget

s

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters « Wood Blinds « Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades « Roman Shades « Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!
www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Michelin
BFG

(706) 745-0264

' Uniroyal

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512



